
OPENING HYMN #184 

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 

 

1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

Almighty, victorious—Thy great name we praise. 

 

2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

Nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in might; 

Thy justice, like mountains, high soaring above 

Thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and 

love. 

 

3 To all, life Thou givest—to both great and small, 

In all life Thou livest—the true life of all; 

We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 

And wither and perish—but naught changeth Thee. 

 

4 Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 

Thine angels adore Thee. all veiling their sight; 

All praise we would render—O help us to see 

’Tis only the splendor of light hideth Thee! 

 

Confession of Sin ~ Common 

 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor 

sinners confess to You that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean, and that we have sinned against You in 

thought, word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge 

to Your infinite mercy and ask You for Christ’s sake, 

grant us forgiveness of all our sins, and by Your Holy 

Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your 

will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that 

by Your grace we may come to eternal life, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Confession of Faith ~ Athanasian Creed 

 

Whoever wishes to be saved must, above all else, 

hold the true Christian faith. Whoever does not keep 

it whole and undefiled will without doubt perish for 

eternity. This is the true Christian faith, that we 

worship one God in three Persons and three 

Persons in one God without confusing the Persons 

or dividing the divine substance. For the Father is 

one Person, the Son is another, and the Holy Spirit 

is still another, but there is one Godhead of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, equal 

in glory and coequal in majesty. 

 

What the Father is, that is the Son and that is the 

Holy Spirit: the Father is uncreated, the Son is 

uncreated, the Holy Spirit is uncreated; the Father is 

unlimited, the Son is unlimited, the Holy Spirit is 

unlimited; the Father is eternal, the Son is eternal, 

the Holy Spirit is eternal; and yet They are not three 

Eternals but one Eternal, just as there are not Three 

Who are uncreated and Who are unlimited, but 

there is One who is uncreated and unlimited. 

Likewise the Father is almighty, the Son is 

almighty, the Holy Spirit is almighty. So the Father 

is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God, and 

yet there are not three Gods but one God. 

So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy 

Spirit is Lord, and yet they are not three Lords but 

one Lord. For just as we are compelled by Christian 

truth to acknowledge each Person by Himself 

to be God and Lord, so we are forbidden by the 

Christian religion to say that there are 

three Gods or three Lords. The Father was neither 

made nor created nor begotten by anybody. 

The Son was not made or created, but was begotten 

by the Father. The Holy Spirit was not made or 

created or begotten, but proceeds from the Father 

and the Son. 

 

Accordingly there is one Father and not three 

Fathers, one Son and not three Sons, one Holy 

Spirit and not three Holy Spirits. And among these 

three Persons none is before or after another, none 

is greater or less than another, but all three Persons 

are coequal and coeternal, and accordingly, as has 

been stated above, three Persons are to be 

worshiped in one Godhead and one God is to 

be worshiped in three Persons. Whoever wishes to 

be saved must think thus about the Trinity. 

It is also necessary for eternal salvation that one 

faithfully believe that our Lord Jesus Christ became 

man, for this is the right faith, that we believe and 

confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 

is at once God and man: He is God, begotten before 

the ages of the substance of the Father, and He is 

man, born in the world of the substance of His 

mother, perfect God and perfect man, with 



reasonable soul and human flesh, equal to the 

Father with respect to his Godhead and 

inferior to the Father with respect to His manhood. 

Although he is God and man, He is not two Christs 

but one Christ: one, that is to say, not by changing 

the Godhead into flesh, but by taking on the 

humanity into God, one, indeed, not by confusion of 

substance but by unity in one Person. For just as the 

reasonable soul and the flesh are one man, so God 

and man are one Christ, Who suffered for our 

salvation, descended into hell, rose from the dead, 

ascended into heaven, is seated on the right hand of 

the Father, whence He shall come to judge the 

living and the dead. At His coming all men shall 

rise with their bodies and give an account of their 

own deeds. Those who have done good will enter 

eternal life, and those who have done evil will go 

into everlasting fire. This is the true Christian faith. 

Unless a man believe this firmly and faithfully, he 

cannot be saved. 

 

HYMN #258                    

“God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage” 

 

God’s word is our great heritage, 

And shall be ours forever; 

To spread its light from age to age 

Shall be our chief endeavor; 

Through life it guides our way, 

In death it is our stay; 

Lord, grant, while worlds endure, 

We keep its teachings pure, 

Throughout all generations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN #187      

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

 

1 Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, 

Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 

Call for songs of loudest praise. 

While the hope of endless glory 

Fills my heart with joy and love, 

Teach me ever to adore Thee, 

May I still Thy goodness prove. 

 

2 Here I raise my Ebenezer, 

Hither by Thy help I’m come; 

And I hope, by Thy good pleasure 

Safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 

Wand’ring from the fold of God; 

He, to rescue me from danger, 

Interposed His precious blood. 

 

3 O to grace how great a debtor, 

Daily I’m constrained to be; 

Let that grace now like a fetter, 

Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 

Prone to leave the God I love; 

Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, 

Seal it for Thy courts above. 


